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TUSCAN DREAM VACATION

FLORENCE
IN ONE DAY

A self-guided walking tour
that leaves room to look

9 STOPS - ABOUT 4 KM /2.5 Mi

One practical route through Florence's historic
center, across the Arno, and up to the city's
best-known skyline view.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

One route. Enough breathing room.

Florence punishes overplanning in a very BEST FIT
specific way: the map says six minutes, then a
church door opens and a marble saint steals
twenty. This route builds in that problem.

Tuesday through Saturday, when the Uffizi is
open and an early Dome slot is possible.

It covers the city's essential spine, one major THE FULL VERSION
museum, lunch across the Arno, and the uphill Dome climb + Cathedral + Uffizi + Oltrarno +
finish at Piazzale Michelangelo. It begins at Piazzale. Allow 9 to 10 hours including lunch.

Piazza del Duomo and never loops back.

THE DAY AT A GLANCE

Protect the reservations. Let the rest flex.

8:00 9:15 10:50 11:45 1:45 3:30 Late
[ [ o [ [ o o
Dome Cathedral Signoria Uffizi Bridge Oltrarno Piazzale

The Dome and Uffizi times anchor the day. Coffee, lunch, and the hillside finish should absorb
delays instead of creating them.

LOWER-STAIR VERSION

Use the Ghiberti Pass for the Opera del Duomo Museum, Baptistery, and Santa Reparata. Take the Uffizi
elevator, finish in Santo Spirito, and ride to Piazzale if you still want the view.
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BEFORE YOU GO

Two bookings decide the shape of the day.

1. BRUNELLESCHI PASS

Reserve the Dome for the first practical morning
slot. The climb has 463 steps, no elevator, and a
fixed entry time. The ticket is nominative, so carry

2. UFFIZI TICKET

Reserve roughly 11:45 a.m. or noon through the
official gallery site. Keep at least 90 minutes
between the end of the climb and museum entry.

matching identification.

The night before: save both tickets offline, screenshot the entrance instructions, check the Dome bag
rules, and mark the official bag drop. Wear shoes you have already used for a full walking day.

THE ROUTE

North of the river first. Oltrarno after lunch.

Duomo NORTH OF THE ARNO

°\ Cathedral + Bell

° Orsanmichele
\ Signoria

°\°\ Uffizi

ARNO

\

e Ponte Vecchio

e o San Niccolo

Piazzale

Santo Spirito

OLTRARNO + HILLSIDE
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STOP 1 | 8:00 A.M.

Piazza del Duomo &
Brunelleschi's Dome

15 min in the piazza | 45 min climb | Book ahead

Approach through Via dei Servi if you can. The narrow buildings
frame the street until you step out into the open, and the entire
marble facade of the Cathedral suddenly fills your view.

Step back into the center of the square so the Cathedral, the Bell
Tower, and the Baptistery line up as a single grand composition.
While you are at the Baptistery, look closely at the entrance: the
bronze doors you see outside are reproductions, while the priceless
originals live safely in the museum down the street.

ON THE CLIMB

Watch for the herringbone brick pattern, the sudden close view of the Last
Judgment, and the tight final ascent to the lantern. Take the official health
warnings literally.

STOP 2 | ABOUT 9:15 A.M.

Coffee, the Cathedral,
& the Bell Tower base

60-75 min total | Cathedral entry is free

Recover before adding another interior. Stand at the bar for coffee and
water; table service around the piazza costs more. Then return for the
Cathedral opening shown on the official calendar.

Inside the Cathedral, walk the nave before looking straight up. Find
Paolo Uccello's painted monument to Sir John Hawkwood in the left
aisle, then return to the center for the view into the Dome.

At the Bell Tower base, skip the 414-step climb after the Dome. Circle
the lower relief panels instead. They show human work: building,
navigation, agriculture, weaving, and the trades that paid for Florence. 463 steps. No elevator.

FLORENCE IN ONE DAY
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STOPS 3-5 | LATE MORNING

Into civic

Florence

Guild saints, public
sculpture, and one
museum visit with a plan.

STOPS 3 & 4 | ABOUT 10:50 A.M. STOP 5 | 11:45 A.M. OR NOON
Orsanmichele & The Uffizi without
Piazza della Signoria museum fatigue

35—45 min | Mostly outdoors 90-120 min | Book ahead | Closed Monday
Take Via dei Calzaiuoli south. Orsanmichele appears The building is larger than the day you have.

on the right. The building began as a grain market and Choose four anchors before entering, then
became a church tied to Florence's guilds. Each guild ’

commissioned a saint for an exterior niche. Treat an allow one surprise between them. Gallery
open door as a bonus. routes move, so download the current official

map.

Continue straight for two short blocks into Piazza della
Signoria. Start under the Loggia dei Lanzi: find
Cellini's Perseus and Giambologna's twisting marble
group. The David outside Palazzo Vecchio is a copy;
the original is in the Accademia.

FOUR ANCHORS

Botticelli: The Birth of Venus and Primavera.

Leonardo: The Annunciation.

Michelangelo: The Doni Tondo.

The window: pause at an Arno-facing window
before the exit.

Give the paintings distance first, details
second. Leave before attention turns into
endurance.
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AFTER THE MUSEUM

Cross the river. Stop watching the clock.

ORDER WITH THE CLOCK OFF

Protect the Uffizi reservation. Lunch is the part
of the route that should not feel timed.

STOPS 7 & 8 | ABOUT 3:30 P.M.

Santo Spirito &
the Oltrarno walk

60-90 min | Flexible

Piazza Santo Spirito is the day's release valve. Sit under
the trees, look at Brunelleschi's plain church facade, and
decide how much afternoon remains in your legs. The
church keeps split and changing hours, so treat the
interior as optional.

For the eastbound artisan walk, take Via Santo Spirito,
then work toward Borgo San Jacopo and Via de' Bardi.

Workshops keep human hours. Do not turn shopping
into another timed appointment.

FLORENCE IN ONE DAY

Continue through quieter streets toward Via San Niccolo.

STOP 6 | ABOUT 1:45 P.M.

Ponte Vecchio &

lunch across the river
20 min on the bridge | 60—75 min for lunch

Leave the Uffizi toward the Arno and turn right along
the river. Ponte Vecchio is about five minutes away.
Use the open center bays for the river view. Then
look back along the shop roofs and upper corridor;
the bridge makes more sense from its edges than
from the busiest central strip.

Cross the bridge, continue on Via Guicciardini, then
turn right through Via dello Sprone toward Piazza
Santo Spirito. Check the posted menu and coperto
before sitting, then allow a proper hour. This pause
keeps the hillside finish pleasant.

WHAT TO NOTICE

Bookbinding, marbled paper, leatherwork,
restoration studios, small galleries, and wine
windows set into old palace walls.

WHEN TO STOP

If the reserved visits are done and your feet
are finished, end in Santo Spirito. Piazzale
Michelangelo will still be there tomorrow.
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STOP 9 | LATE AFTERNOON OR AFTER
[07.131,¢

Rose Garden &
Piazzale
Michelangelo

45-75 min | Steep approach

Follow Via San Niccold to Piazza Poggi.
From there, the ramps and paths climb
toward the Rose Garden. The grade
becomes steep. The garden sits directly
below Piazzale Michelangelo and gives
you the skyline in stages.

Find the Duomo first, then Palazzo
Vecchio, Santa Croce, Ponte Vecchio,
and the line of the Arno. The route you
walked becomes visible all at once.

CHOOSE YOUR FINISH

A summer sunset can make this

day very long. Arrive later, take a
long lunch, or choose the city lights
after dark.

Decide before dark whether you will
descend on foot, take public transit,
or call a taxi. Stay long enough for
the city to stop looking like a
checklist.

THE HILLSIDE FINISH

Y
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b

THE CITY LIGHTS ARE A FINISH, TOO.

-
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WHEN THE DAY CHANGES

Keep the reservations. Cut the extras.

MONDAY SUNDAY

The Uffizi is normally closed. Use Palazzo Vecchio The Cathedral is closed to sightseeing and the

as the major interior, then continue to Ponte Dome follows a later schedule. Put the Uffizi first,
Vecchio. then return for an afternoon climb.

HEAVY RAIN OR HIGH HEAT RUNNING LATE

Keep the reserved interiors, shorten the piazzas, Protect timed entry. Cut extra interiors, shopping
and finish in Santo Spirito. Use a bus or taxi for time, and the Rose Garden before cutting lunch or
Piazzale. racing through the museum.

OFFICIAL INFORMATION FOR MOVING PARTS

Hours, closures, restoration work, entry rules, and transit can change. Scan the official
pages before you travel.
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Travel information checked August 1, 2026.

KEEP PLANNING

More Florence. Fewer avoidable mistakes.

Florence & Tuscany 8-Day Travel ltinerary
A finished, car-free plan through Florence, Siena, San Gimignano, Lucca, and Pisa.

Pack Light & Smart for Tuscany
Clothing, shoes, luggage choices, and a capsule wardrobe built for real days on Italian
streets.

One Day in Florence
Contemporary women's fiction set inside one day in the city.



https://duomo.firenze.it/en/720/brunelleschi-pass
https://www.uffizi.it/en/the-uffizi
https://musefirenze.it/en/museum/museo-di-palazzo-vecchio/
https://www.feelflorence.it/en/points-interest/rose-garden
https://tuscandreamvacation.com/
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